Marxist and Socialist Feminisms

Although possible, distinguishing- between Marxist and sOcialistferninist‘

:s thinking is quite difficult. The dlffere.nces between these two fchools of :

'-f thought seem more a matter of emphasis thar.l of s'ub_stanc_e. Classical Max_‘x—
st feminists work within the conceptual terrain laid out by Karl Marx, Frie-

* drich Engels, Vladimir Lenin, and other nineteenth-century thinkers. They
regard classism rather than sexism as the fundamental cause of women’s
oppression. In contrast, socialist feminisps are not certain that c‘lassisrn‘ is

- women’s worst or only enemy. They write in view of the Soviet Union’s
twentieth-century failure to achieve socialism’s ultimate goal-—namely,
 the replacement of class oppresSion and antagonism with “an association,
in which the free development of each is the condition for the free devel-
opment of all.”’ Post-1917 communism in the Soviet Union and later in
 the Eastern Bloc was not true socialism but simply a new form of human

~ oppression. Women’s entry into the productive workplace did not make
~ them men’s equals either there or at home. For these and related reasons,
 socialist feminists moved beyond relying on class as the sole category for
- understanding women’s subordination to men. Increasingly, they have tried

o« e : :
- fo understand women’s subordination in a coherent and systematic way

that Integrates class and sex, as well as other aspects of identity such as race/
thnicity or sexual orientation.” gt e g U

ome Traditional Marxist Concepts and Theories
T appreciate the differences be
Clalist feminism, we need to

tween classical Marxist and contemporary
understand the Marxist concept of human
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